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Ei Goes V # EB DAY 
V-E Day has finally arrived. 
eile seems hard to realize that 2 : 
day for which we had. “30 long waite 
‘ed has come and gone.and yet. here 
in Ashby and Fit chburg it was ale 
Arnos another day. Our goal. is’ now 
V Day when we feel there wilt ey 
real cause for rejoicing and ‘cele= 
i a eee 


Wiis ve. was a feeling of pride in 
the unconditional surrender of Gem 
many -- pride in the job that you 

 Reys have ‘done. There were prayers 
too, for those that sacrificed to 
make victory possible, There were 
moments of silence, that reflected 
the unknown sacrifices that lie 
ahead to make a total victory pos- 
ements 


v-E Day came as an anti-climax 
after two or three false alarms 
ne the gradual let-up of fighting 
during the preceeding two weeks. 
| Work went on as usual with the 

-. “stores remaining open and the 


a ed to the West and the defeat of 
oe apan, a job that we know will be 
Nee rd and shieeasinade 
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can plants continuing their production. 
Our efforts and thoughts have turn- 
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We hope thet those who have 
done the fighting in Europe will 


have a chance to come home and 
enjoy a well earned furlough be- 
fore continuing to the Pacific.ie 


know that this will not be possi- 
ble in all cases - we hope you 
will be among the lucky ones.For 
those who have already seen ser- 
vViee in the <acific , we hope 
that speedy reinforcevents will 
put into effect the nuch publici- 
zed rotation plan and make it 
more than just a dream or a joked 


Here at home we oledge our- 
selves to continues 
food, the goods and materials and 
perform the accompanying services 


that will insure a more than ame - 


ple supply. You can be assured 
that your home plans to give 
more than may be needed to bring 
about a final victory and your 
speedy and permanent returme 
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From. Tne “Boys 


Letters 
Richard Wilkinson writes from 
Italy," One afternoon I took a 
tour out to a place called Solfa- 
Gara, which is the crater of an 
extinct volcano. In one place 
there is a spot where black soupy 
mac yeoL1is up continudusly. It's 
said to be F009 hot and has a 
strong sulphurous odor, In sever- 
al other places, very hot gases 
are escaping through cracks in 
the ground and over one. such 
place is: built a natural turkish 
bath which is about 130° inside. 
The whole area is quite flat and 
is surrounded by the edges of 
the old volcanos, During the rainy 
season, the lower portion fills 
up forming a shallow lake. 

On another occasion, I had a 
very interesting but strenuous 
excursion when I climbed Mt, Vesu- 
Viue.s Aiter riding ovt on an elece- 
trie train, 1 changed cars to 
the one which starts up the mount- 
ain. It rises on an 8° incline to 
@ point where the lava flow of 
March 191; covers the tracks to a 
depth over the telephone poles 
for about 100 ft. 


eu 


quite strong, The guide said the 
path around the top was about 2 
miles long. The summit offered a 
wonderful view of Naples and the 
whole bay and surrounding count ry= 
aoe I.was above the clouds and 
the Isle of Pigs appeared to be 
floating in spa for below was 
the, Pina: of 51d Pompei which was 
buried by volcanic, ash in 79 A.D. 
and the new city nearby. Also, l 
could s6ée ‘the black trail.of the 
lava flow which destroyed two 
villages oat the foot of the mount- 
ain in March 194h 

Descending was not so difficult 
and coming down the cone was ale 
most like skiing through the loose 
VolGaniC ash whieh is: greyish in 
color, The lava is black and looks 
like burnt slag from a big furnace, 
After a refreshing drink of native 
orangeade, a poor substitute for 
the: real: thing - end costs about 
25¢ o small glass, + meade a quick 
Gescont by roll. 2 got off at the 
autostrada " and hitch-hiked 
back to town. It was truly an in- 
teresting ond never. to be, forgotten 
experience." 
'! 


From Henry Kulo -- T was sta- 


After walking over this, I board- tioned in Southern England for a 


ed the cog railway which took me 
to the halfway house, This was a » 
25° incline which is rather steep. 
he car continued on the now grad- 
Wai Slope until it reached the 
Place where the Lava covered it 
Pompletely. The rest of the way 
was by foot and believe me, it 
wos some climb {11 It took over 
an hour, but it was worth it, 

The "funicula" which used to go 
up the cone was completely des - 
troyed by the sh It was a 
55° rise, so you can get a little 
idea what a struggle it was climb- 
ing up the loose volcanic ash. 

We hada guide to show us the way, 
and I guess it would have been 
difficult without him. On reache 
ing the edge of the crater, I was 
amazed. by the immensity teas i 
It's cylindrical in shape end 
roughly 250! across and 490'deep. 
It was still smouldering in a few 
spots, and the sulphur smell wes 


’ 


-Englond. 


few weeks and I rea ly enjoyed ite 
I spent most of the time in Win- 
chester, the Cathedral City of 
Winchester, formerly the 
Capitol of.fngland, is full of 
history and I took some very ins 
teresting tours, The cathedral 
Chere: Ps.tho‘eotond Targest. in 
Europe and is 850 years old, but 
very well preserved. It is full 

ef beautiful architecture and 
tombs,There are very smali ston® 
passageways all through the Cathe-~ 
dral, amd all of us came out with 
at least one bump on the head. Of 
course there were other attract tons 
there, including numerous dances 
every night -- and I was really 
surprised at how woll the English 
Girls danced, 

At present I om with the Signal 
Corp .in'Franees IT am a Section 
Chief of a Radio Repair Section 
and I like my work very much, 
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Fred L. Taylor C.M. 2/C is now 
Stationed in the Philippines’ 
where the Seabees are making roads 
and erecting buildings on one of 
the islands. He writes us that the 
climate is much the same as New 
Guinea where he was previously 
-stationed. The temperature is 
and it is hot and 
mudd y » Any “thermometer when put 
in the sun soars toward the top 
mark, néver quite registering the 
actual temperaturé as the thermo- 
meter has to be set in the shade 
tO cool off before combustion 


takes place 4} 


"Here we have to protect our-= 
SyuLlto bites; we 
must wear our shirts after 6 P.M. 
ho matter how hot it is and apply 
mosquito lotion which is issued to 
Reames the best repellant I 
have seen for keeping them away. 
We have mosquito bombs, charged 
eylinders, which emit a fine mist. 
These are turned on at night and 
last aboit a month when used 
Overy night. They also are very 
effective in keeping bugs away 
from the lights. 

Easter Sunday we attended ser- 
vices in the Cathedral, The ser» 
Vices were conducted by a native 
who spoke in broken English,.The 
Mitveryis made of solid silver 
and the natives kneel on the tile 
fioor- end stay there during the 
service.stiowever,there are a few 
benches made of mahogany.The na- 
tive women were. all dressed up 
in’ their finery.During the scr- 
vice, swallows,that look like our 
barn swallows,flew in and out to 
their.nests which were in the col~ 
yamns end stone walls." 


Rauni Honkale who is at Cemp 
Gordon,Georgia, sent us a nice 
tetter telling us how he feels 
‘About the possibility of a new 
Town Hall."Regarding the new 
Town Hall,I don't believe there 
could be a better plan. The young 
folks of Ashby deserve a new hall 
and I'm sure the townspeople 
could not turn down a plan which 
would help*them in every. vay. It 
will be we, the taxpayers of the 
near future, who will help pay 
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for 1t and I'am willing tn every 
sense of the word, 

Thanks for the Town Pump and 
please keep it coming." 


Raymond Wright has sent us ano- 
ther appreciative letter of thanks 
and mentions a surprise visit from 
Rich Wilkinson. "He had secured 
a five day leave from his ship and 
was at the local rest aes so he 
looked me up and we had a nice 
visit, guess he pa get be 
making another trip back home soon 
and 1 sure wish I could go with 
him; but -I guess we'll have to 
tiniemrthe “Top first, 

You said you wished the ser- 
vicemen would write and oxpress 
their views about the Auditorium 
the town is hoping to build. All 
Preancsoy pase bink they did the 
right thing by- appointing the 
committee and hope it will be 
possible tovbuild it... We .sure. need 
4c 


Pfc. Ivers Brooks,formerly of 
Ashoy is now with Gemeral Hodges 
Ninth division in tho European 
Theater. He has been in the Army 
two years and overseas since last 
JuneeHe wrote home telling of some 
Of nis. interesting experiences of, 
living in Geérmanye He writes that 
one night he had to go out and 
Lind eges for his suoper, and that 
he had a few pieces of bacon that 
he had saved a few days.Once a 
month the boys get clean clothes, 
a shave, end a bath, anda real 
bed to sleep in, He has a German 
helmet and a pistol that he ob- 
tained from a German soldier.His 
brothor,Pvt. Lee Brooks is in 
Gormany, vith General Patton's 
army e 


We havo recently seen a lettor 
from Johnny Johnson stating that 
he misses the few comforts and 
conveniences to which he had been 
accustomed in the Hawaiian Islands. 
He is now stationed in the Palau 
Group where he finds that life is 
a bit on the rugged side.He misses 
the cold drinks, hot showcrs,c6lc¢cc- 
tric lights and mail seems long 
in arriving. The weather seems to 


ay ce ates 


pie 


Bo from one extreme to the othor, 
as it either rains continuously 
or gets hot as blazes, He says 
“the one life saver is their close- 
ness to a beach from which they 
Bou anice brecze, Ho has been do- 
‘ing some camping out and finds 
thet his own cooking is not so 
 hote 


While Mark Thatcher was sta- 
tioned in France awaiting assign- 
Meme sto 2 repulor unit, he and a 
Fitchburg Fellow,Phil Marriot, 
had a wonderful time visiting in 
a French home, They went there to 
get Phil's watch fixed and the 
Frenchman asked if they played 
checkers."Phil said that I did 
Peeeoco.d he did, so what ‘did he 
BovoOus FO and get the checkers. 
He brought the ordinary kind and 
the French kind. The French check 
Cxposra is 10 squares by 10. syuares 
where ours is 8 by 8. They use 20 
checkers instead of 1D Ke, 4 
played two games of French check- 
ers with him vhile Phil played 
.. With the wife. Then we svitched, 
Syed 2 swell time, Phil ond TI 
_ would kibitz each other and she 
would tell her husband what we 
Said and they would laugh like 
heck and so would we, He speaks 
a little English, when he made a 
Peco move or Phil of I made a 
bad one, ho would point it out 
and say ,'No good for you-s-good 
forme,’ and we'd all laugh" 

“The Frenchman was a painter 
snd fac many really beautiful oil,’ 
charcoal and pestel drawings 
which he showed them. The wife 
Pee ecnool teacher and the school 
Toom is part of the house. 

“When ye got there they were 
just starting to eat supper.lt 
wove’ me kind of a funny feeling 
The entire meal consisted of po- 
Getoes, bread and weter,." 

“Wasn't that ean interesting 


experience ? I wish we could vi- 
Sit them egain but probably we'll 
mever see them again.” 


GRANGE NEWS 


Ashby Grange is getting back 
to normal routine again after our 
Degree Meeting with Harvest Supper 
and. Inspection vith our class of 
nine candidates. There were over 
125 persons attending the supper 
and over 100 members and visitors 
at the meeting. The third degree 
was exemplified by a ladies degree 
team with Helen Bailey as master, 
with floor end drill work, with 
one half 'the team dressed in slacks 
and straw hats, and the other half 
in gingham dresses and sunbonnets, 
all carrying sickles, symbolizing 
harvesters and gleaners returning 
from, cneiT Lebors in the fields. 
The fourth degree was worked by 
the regular officers with Hortense 
Ekola as master, Our inspecting 
deputy was Mr. John Blackmere of 
East Vrange,Mass. One of our visi- 
tors for the evening was our own 
Frances Evans of the Waves. home 
on furlough. Everyone was glad to 
see her and she looked as though 
she was well treated in the Waves. 
We are loosing another member to 
the yearmedi services, Waliy Hill 
will be unable to graduate with 
his’ high-school class as he is to 
report on May 10th. Good luck, 
Wally, and a safe return. 

several members of the Grange 
are rehearsing and preparing for 
the play to be put on when we 
entertain the Pomona Grenge,. All 
the granges in our Yomona are com 
peting fora prize given at the 
Cravor. (one turrent yoar. So here's 
hoping that Ashby comes through 
with the first prize, The Ashby 
Hine Le Lawes Ode unde at he 
direction of Mrs, H. White will 
Snvertain vith a half-hour program 
of songs on the same evening. We 
will also have a State Speaker, 
Mrs. Dorothy Warden, State Lady 
Assistant Steward. The Home and 
Come. Scrvice Committee are prepare 
ing a box of scrap books, puzzles, 
stuffed animals and toys for the 
pleasure and .sntcrtainment of 
the patients at the Burbank Hospi- 
tal, We are also collecting a box 
for the Russian War Relief of food 
articles. At the last meeting the 
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committee sponsored movies for the 
évening's pro sram. Our next mect- 
ing is neighbor's night when we 
expect to have a goodly crowd as 


O6veryone likes to come to Ashby 


as they alweys have a good time. 
The Gay. Nineties 


Rehearsals are underway for a 
big show, "The Gay Nineties",to 
D@ put on in the First Parish 
Peeteon May 19th by the P.T.A. 
Seoeewetl. oe quite an event: a 
musical entertainmomt of old fa- 
miliar songs interspersed with 
Specialty numbers. We would like 
to write up the complete program 
for you but we have been asked to 
reserve this until efter the pcre. 
formance. 

One of the feature numbers will 
be an old timers' dance by Mr.and 
Mrs. Frank Lyman,Mr. end Mrs,.Ed- 
ward Piper,lir. and Mrs.Fred Fores- 


man,Mrs. Clara Durkee and Mr.John 


voyeos Mr. Joyce will be the celler 
end Will Ayer from Fitchburg,the 
f2oceeGr, A barbershop quartet will 
Some Seovercl old songs. 


We feel that Ashby did her 
Peer Fno recent drive to col- 
266, clothing for United Nations 
Pelier, “With the help of the Jere 
cy Club, the town collected over 
foe e ton of used clothing. 


Dorothy Elliot rocently under- 
went an appendectomy at the Bure 
bank Hospital. She is now recover- 
ing at home 


Our star typist,Polly Hopkins, 
is now in California. with -hcr hus- 
bend,Ens, Chestcr Hopkins, who is 
Om eave theres 


Charlcs Caton, of: West Upton, 
formerly of Ashby, was inductcd 
into the Army recently and repor- 
ted for duty April 13. 


We have a report that Mrs, Kcen- 
neth Mackey has a new baby -- a 
fine, frisky, bottle-fed lamb. 


BinT es 
A son, Lyle Vincent, to RT 2/C 
ond Mrse Leon Evanse-in Florida, 


A daughter,Janet Irene,to Mr.and 
Mrs,.John W, Howe,(Iucilla Hayes) 
on April 30th, at Nashua. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Mrs. Myrtle E. Williams of 
Cleveland,Ohio announced the cn- 
gagement. of her deughter,Evelyn, 
to A.M.M,.1/C Leonard. A.Hayes, 
son of Mr, and Mrs. Luthcr ' He 
Hayos of Main Strecte 

Miss Williams is a graduate of 
Leominstcr,Mass. high School, 
class of 1941, and is now employed 
in Clevelande 

Mr. Hayos graduated from Ashby 
Hi.h School, class of 1940,and 
Later attendcd Worcestcr Trade 
School and is now stationed at 
the naval, cir station at Atlanta, 


Gaoe 


Mes. Mrs.  Arthurol., Wodssor 
South Road,Ashby, announce the 
engozomoent of their deughter , 
Shirley,Ph.M 3/C U.S.N.R. to John 
Py Brewomdr. E.M. 1/C U.S.N.R,, 
son of Mr, ond Mrs. John P, Brew- 
Cloor, OreVioreasts ry boun are 
graduates of Ashby High School. 
Miss Wass enlisted in the Waves 
in April 19h end is now stationed 
at the Chelsea Naval hospital, 

During the. pr.st “two ona o heaift 
years, Mr, Brewor has scon over 
seas sorvice cnd is now attending 
an Electriciants school in Wash- 
ington, D.C. 


.Miss Peuline M. O'Connor,daughter 


of Mr. and Mrs, Harold J.0'Connor 
of 2 Summer St. end Ralph A. Cure 
ran,son of Mr, end Mrs.Jomes A. 
Curran of Ashby were marricd on 
April 21, 1945 in St. Bérnard's 
Church, Fitchburge 


On April 2h, 1945,Ensign Edmond 
bes Langille U.S.N.: of Grecnville, 
N.eC. and Gwendolyn Helen Rajala 
of Ashby were marricd at the home 
of the bride on Fitchburg State 
Road.The Reve. Andrew Groop was 
the officiating clcrgymone 
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Phe Thrift Shop 


The Thrift Shop will start its 
second scason on Friday,May lle 
A "Good Riddance” Sale was held 
in Aoril to make room for a now 
lot of goods --and incidentally -- 
about $ 60 more in the treasury. 
A gift of 64 hats all. shapos,co- 
lors end -sizos-- ell from one per 
Son should intcrcost most of the 
Ashby womens | 


A public auction was recently 
held st the home of “rs, Louise 
‘EE. Caton,on Mein SteMrs, Caton, 
widow of Patrick Caton,lives in 
West Upton now. 


Albert Haywood reccntly sold 
his house on ‘cw Ipswich Road to 
Miss Eelen Johnson of Weston. it 
Pemenvercsting to note thet this 
fetm woe originally a icnd grent 
Seema rie rostate to the Wilder. fr- 
mily, latcr sold to the Boyntons, 
end for the pest Sl years, -hes been 
in. the Haywood family.Mr. Haywood 
fe -now residing in Topsficld. 


Harry Loveland is now cat home 
after being confined to the Gro- 
ton Hospital for obsurvatione 


Mrs. Berbora(Benncett) Jackson 
Pee eroceivcd word from the War 
Department thet hor husband,Sgte 
Herold V. Jeckson,who was killcd 
in Germany, hes been awarded .the 
Purpic Heart. 


Reve.you heard sbout the June 
Bug who flow cgeinst the wind - 
Saveaa 2 Hc pickcd himself up and 
said, "Thet was fun, but I wouldr't 
Bees the guts to try it aztin," 


ALLEN FIELD REsaDY IN 19h6 

Allen ficld hes becn plowed up 
. and good crops of barlcy,buck - 

weees end clover have beon. roised 
the past 4 yocrs.eBut Asa Allon ean- 
Mounccs thst the ficid’is to be 
rolled down and sceded this summer 
so thet next summcr when tho boys 
are nome agoin the: ficld: will be 
in excellcnt shoapc.Ashby fans are 
counting the days when the town 
Wid fgein heve a real poll club. 
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Goorge Elliott is en extremely 
busy man these days. +n addition 
to his duties as janitor at Lyman 
School-and member-of the board of 
sclectmen, he has recently been 
Appointed fire chier and forest 
fire warden, Whet docs George do 
with his spare time? 


Crop Loss 


In. pest. issucs, we have raved 
and condemned our New Englmd wee- 
ther, but until the last month, 
there was no heavy damagee However, 
the last frost cfter a very unreas= 
onable cnd early Spring, has brought 
cnimost completc crop loss to ovr 
larger orchards, Reporvus ranging up 
to 95 % loss are being circulated 
Vou Diekiseaari and: Charics Stone 
having the biggest loss, Besides 
ime vis appee crop, Teilure, {it's 
fearcd that most. of the strawberrics 
have bocn lost, so that the outlook 
for the annual crops is very disco 
raging « 


School News 


The basketball team got off on 


the wrong foot by loging their 
first game to Townsend c9-1.Though 


Yimited: lieene: choice of playors 
for their tcoam,the Ashby boys hope 
to give a better account of them= 
selves when they have a chance to 
dona Littigreracticing sally Hild 
was the starting pitchor cnd Bill 
Tiilikkala was the only Ashbyite 
to get two hitse 


The boys lined up as follows: 
George Johnson LD 
Bob Brand ane 
John Rajala SeSe 
Eddie Lora 4 De 
Welly Tidd Pe 
Bob Gummerus Ce 
Bik Vacerhni il lefe 
Fo MR iid a pS a Cele 
Paul -Foresmen Tels 


Richerd ‘Shattuck 
Herold Brand 


The Senior Class and one member 
of the Junior Class accompanicd 
by Principal Waino I. Pernaa,spent 
o wock sightsecing in Now tork City 
during Spring Vacation. The trip 
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itinerary included the Statue of 
Liberty, Chinatown, lower Menhattan, 
Redio City,Music Hall sumpire Sta tO. 
Building, LaGuardia nirficld, theate 
*Ors,baseball games and shopping 
trips .The group returned to Ashby 
on £pril ¢cOth.The Party included 
Evelyn Simonds,Irma Hacpala,Ha- 
rold Brand, Jr. ,Welfrod Hill, Ale 
bert Schlemmer, and Donald Rack- 
foe, fll soniors ond Prul Borne 
hardt, 2 Junior. 


The girl's glee club or the 
Perea menool iss prescnting a 15 
minute musical program over Ra=# 
dio Station WHIM .This is the 
PmwoeeoiLrd apponraonce. over -the 
air wavcse 


The schedule 
laurcate Sundcy 
tion on Friday, 
arose OL school 


CnPis stor. Bocci- 
on June’ 10,gradua- 
June 15, ond the 
on dunce 20. 


The gift of 
Mouse wes not npprccicted by 
Gayors that is, if the screams 
Which Lilled the school erc any 
indicstion. Billy Tiilikksla cnd 
Boe Gummeris creo reportcd to still 
PevGewie tvorchcr e« wide berth. 


a cute little gray 
tiky ey * 


BASKET TALL Al RDS 

Paes’. st. Ginner in honor of 
Poeeeiris ond boys high school 
Desketboll teams and the mecting 
meewotollowcd wore oa grond succcss. 
feeemwnner Ltsclf was a:grand 
Pree. fitcr which Eddie Forss as 
toastmastcr, introduced 
Mere or the ovening, Mr. Asa Allon 
as-the principal spoakor od Mr, 
Buther Hayes who spoke for the 
school committec,. Both spceekers 
Tomerked on the fine quelitics of 
Sportsmanship shown during the 
past sceasone 

During the regular mecting that 
followed, Lt r Obi vor Alien, U ae ) 
Navy gave a most interesting talk 
about: the tremendous job that -has 
been done in convoying ships 
Beross the Atlontic, the task of 
assembling the D-Day invasion 
flect and the herdships cndured 
in Antwerpelhe job of assembling 
8000 ships for D-Day and meking 
ports for these ships to unload 


tho speaok- 


in Normandy took almost supor 
human-offort cnd*planning, Lt. 
Allen told what an important part 
the port of Antwerp played in re- 
Colving the "supplios that’ Led to 
the fAneal ond victorious onslaught 
on Gcrmany. 

Folloving the talk, Mr. Pernaa 
presented the lotters’ ond awards 
to the two teams. He praised then 
for their playing during the year, 
ondshold<high hopes for tho next 
year's boys teom which will be 
made of mostly six-footers, 
Basketballs 


Girls:Laura Suokko,Phylis cae 


Eilecn Shattuck, Joan Geir ing P 
ine Gogucn ,Botts Welkor , Lou ‘is 
Bernhardt ,£velyn Simonds, Barbara 
Beiley,Dorothy Sallincn, and Reila 
Honkalas 

Boys: Paul Foresman Walfred Hill, 
Bdcie: Lord, Robort Bre. nd, lic rola 
Brand, Bill Tillikkala,Bill Under» 
hill,George Johnson, Paul Berne 


cule 


hardt, Victor Suokko and Richard 
Shattuck. 
Happy Birthday to You 
John Johnson na June 10 
Reymond Hoywood . June 22 
John Flinkstrom June 25 
Everett Rackliffo Junc 27 
Stenley Johnson June 28 


To augment our picture on the 
hectic weather we have been heving, 
it was an odd sight to sec Arthur 
Wass mowing lawns on the 10th of 
May in the midst. of a real snow 
storm that cvontually gave us more. 
than von. inen ef: coverings 


SERVICEMEN'S NEWS 


Col. Merrick Pillsbury,who is 
stationed at Camp SHU MS Bey Le 
spending a Bee Mens) ‘ith his moe 
there 


Pfc, Léeslic Kincaid has been 
transforred from the’ India=-Burma 
war zone to the China front."Les" 
who will be remembered as one of the 
organizers of the Ashby civilien 
defcnse patrol, was stationed 
India for several months 


in 


Mrs, George W. Holmes,South Vil- 
ago was happily surprised recent- 
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ly when she reteoived a lettcr from 
her son Pfc, Ernest Holmes, 
~ Young Holmes was reportcd mis- 
Sing in ection last January end 
Mrs. Holes has had no other word 
from him since, although he wrote 
he had sent her two cards, 

He is now receiving a thorough 
check-up in on English hospital ond 
hopes to be home before long. 


Poavo Hacpala has recently been 
transferred from the Air Force 
ground crew to the Medical Corp. 
Paavo is stationed somewhere in 
Engl ond. 


Everett Rackliffe certainly 
moves around fasteHo writes homo 
thee from Scpte ist to Dee. lst 
he has been in 5 different camps. 
He hes 2 now job in the office at 
Comp Mexcy cnd it kecps him pretty 
busje A tornado struck about 40 
miles from the camp and although 
it lested only. 15 to 2O minutes, 
150 people were killcd and hun - 
dreds were hurt. Men were sent 
over from the Camp to help in the 
emergency and about 400 who ° wore 
badly hurt were brought back to. 
the comp hospital. 


geeee of our local boys are: at 
home on precious furloughs at the 
present time. Warren Cutting is on 
furlough from Virginia, Everott 
Rackliffe is home from Texas, send 
Richard Wilkinson, whose hospital 
ship has recently returned to tho 
etuates, is on 2 17-da, leave, 
Oserr Porss is cnjoying a thirty 
day leave in Fitchburg aftor sore 
Ving three yecers in Italy.He told 
how rmuch he appreciated tho Town 
P.yymp while he wes overseans,Oscor 
is formerly from Ashby. 


Ashby woes certcinly glad to 
hear that Allen Kengas has been 
liberated from a Gorman prison 
camp by the cdvancing Allied Are 
mies. Ho is now in ~nglend ond 
hopes to be home very soon,s 


Pyvte i’cino Sakkinen of the 
United States Marine Corps was rc- 
cently inducted into the scrvicc, 
He is stationed at Yarris Island, 


south Carolinas, His wife, the for- 

mer Viola Joki, and daughter,Joan, 

live at 110 Marshall St.,Fitchburg, 
Mass, 


S 1/C Frances Evans,\ave,spont 
& leavé with hcr parents Hr. and 
Mrse William Evans, of Ashby,re- 
cently. She reported back to .uon- 
set Point,R.I. at tho termination 
Of Her Leave, 


Lt. Marjorie Benmett ANC,who is 


stationed at Mason General Hospi- 


tal, Long Island, N.Y. recently 
spent'a short lerve vith hcr pa- 
rents, Mr, and “rs, Frenk D, Ben- 


nott, of Main St. Ashb;. 


The ashby boys at Camp Gordon, 


Georgian, ought to have quite a 


reunion, Rauni Honkala has been 
there some time; then last weck 
Irving Davis, Henry Johnson and 
Leo warseneult joined him there, 


aoron Brandt of South Village 
has enlisted in the Merchant “arine 
and.is rectiving his basic traoin= 
ing at Shcepshcad Bay, Long Is - 
lend» 


We have.just heard that Blair 
Arsoncoult is back in the States 
and now at heme for a well descre 
ved furlough after his two crack= 
ups. Ho has 60 days-to be vith his 
witce¢ ond family. While he was 
missing, he was taken prisoner 
for about LO days and marched 150 
miles on a bum leg vith just 


‘bread for sustenance, Tho American 


limes were close behind thom 
though, end they talked the guards 
into letting them goe- filling 
them vith tales of what the Ameri- 
cans do to Germans that are caught 
with american prisoners.While on 
the way to the prison camp they 
were strafed by Amorican P-li7s, 

He lost le pounds in 10 days, but 
hes now gained it cll backs 


SILENCE IS GOLDEN 
Pete: "f'm going to get a divorge. 
My wife hasn't spoken to me 
in six months," 
Al:"Bettor think it over.Wivos like 
thet are hard to finds” 
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